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Caloocan

The Guardia Civil Vet er an albasiodelanith o n
confirms what Spanish intelligence agents have known for weeks dthat a
separatist secret societyis plotting revolution, and is rapidly growing. Now the
Veterana have been told its name, the Katipunan, and have seized documents that
identi fy some of its members. Manhunts, arrests and interrogations begin at
oncel

Bonifacio and other leaders probably went into hiding as soon as they heard the
Katipunan had been betrayed, and over the next couple of days they leave Manila
and head north to Caloocan. Bonifacio and Jacinto are said to haveleft together,
meeting before dawn at Tutuban station and then walking along the railroad in
order to avoid the streets.They go firstto seeBo ni f a c i -mméaw, Nicalas tee
Jesus but his house is close tothe poblaciénand he tells them it would be safer to
stay farther from the town .2

They transfer to a house on the outskirts, where they meet up with other senior
Katipunan leaders and the capitan municipabf Caloocan, Silverio Baltazar.
Evidently a KKK member or sympathizer, Baltazar assigns town policemen
(cuadrillerog to keep a look out whilst the meeting is in progress. Before the
discussion has properly begun , however, the leaders hear thecuadrillerosshouting
outside, challenging someone in the street. It is a false alarmd an Englishman
who live sin the town passing by in a calesa but it sets nerves on edge, and the
Katipunan leaders decide again to move on to somewhere they are less likely to
be discovered.3
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Kangkong

A local KKK leader in Caloocan named Apolonio Samson invites Bonifacio,
Jacinto and other leaders tostay at his house and farm in barrio Kangkong , about
four kilometers east of the poblaciért

S a ms oplade s relatively secluded, andis spacious enough not just to
accommodate the top-ranking KKK leaders but also to serve as the venue for the
meeting of the Katipunands Supreme As
urgently needed to be convened. The Supreme Assembly comprisesthe Supreme
Council and Council of State plus the presidents of KKK councils and branches,
so around 50-75 activists might have been expected.

Circulars are dispatched instructing the members of the Supreme Assemblyto
hasten to Kangkong for a meeting the very next day - Sunday, August 23.

The circulars warn that all Katipuneros, especially office-holders, are now in
danger. If they are to honor the oaths they had sworn, the moment has come. The
revolutioncann ot b e | o n ginddnararapat ipagpalibandng malaon ang
panghihimagsit ) ; t he gravi ty o §anitmmediate responget i ¢
Those coming to Kangkong, the circulars emphasize, must take every precaution
possible to evade detention and arrest>

Many others make their way to Caloocan besides the members of the Supreme
Assembly. Tomas Remigio and Lorenzo Alonso, former KKK activists who had
established another separatist group, Binhing Payapa, arrive at Apolonio
Samsonds house iaewahdyrwgldomead by Banifatio as if the
schism had never happened$

Also amongst the arrivals is a gang of bandits, led by Gregorio Tapalla (alias
oOLaondé), r eput e dcbnyict from Cavitec ldetwore a fine beoad-
brimmed hat ( salacot ornamented with silver. 7 Bonifacio is said to have
established |Iinks with Laonds band in
welcomed them to Kangkong, too.8

Far more numerous d and hence dangerously conspicuousad is the host of rank-
and-file Katipuneros who have hiked or taken the tram (tranvia) to Caloocan.
Some had apparently been told to come by their branch presidents; others had
come of their own accord. As he made his own way to Kangkong, Tomas
Remigio saw them walking in the rain along the road, and resting in clusters on
either side. In total, he reckoned, he sawas many as 2,00®n their way to join the
S u pr e ayopawany patungsa kinalalagyan ng Suprerg®

Bonifacio presides over the meeting of the Supreme Assembly in Kangkong. The
debate is lengthy and intense. The majority favors launching the revolution in the
coming days, but a minority is opposed, presumably on the grounds that the
Katipunan is not ready, and most importantly lacks guns. Among the minority
are at least three of the seven members of the Council of Stated Teodoro Plata
(minister of war); Briccio Pantas (minister of justice) and Enrique Pacheco
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(minister of finance). 19 The Magdalo council in Cavite, of which Emilio Aguinaldo
is a leading member, also opposes an early uprising d u e tcamplate lack of

a r m@adahil sa kawalang lubos ng sandatang magagaiand registers its
opposition in writing. 12

Bonifacio, it is said, is so angered bythe dissent of Teodoro Plata d his own
brother-in-law - that he threatenst o0 s en d h i nparusartg pagmpatapoeg
siyad )Pio Valenzuela calls for heads to cool .13

Sometime later, the story goes,the guards posted outside the housespot a
stranger acting suspiciously. They bring him inside, and Bonifacio assigns
Valenzuela to interrogate him. The stranger tells a bizarre tale. He confesss heis
a s piktiko() dle has been sent to Caloocan, he sgs, by the Archbishop of
Manila, Bernardino Nozaleda, with i nstructions to find
The previous day, he babbles, the Archbishop had hosted a big meeting in his
palace. Governor General Ran®tn Blanco had been there, and his deputy General
Bernardo Echaluce, and other important military, religious and civic leaders. The
meeting had decided to impose ojuez de cuchillé (ojustice by the knifeo; a reign of
terror) in eight provinces around Manila, unleashing a massacre not only of any
rebels who had taken up arms against Spain but also of the entire native
population wherever the Katipunan had spread. After this mass slaughter, the
region would be repopulated with 3,000,00dmmigrants from China , whose
recruitment and transportation , it was proposed, would be organized by the
prominent Chinese businessman Carlos Palancal4

Did the spy really tell this fable, or has it been embellished in the retelling? We
shall never know. Its details, for sure, are unbelievable. But beneath the fantasyit
seemed to have a kernel of truth d the Spanish response to the Katipunan would
be ruthless. The spy was not the first to warn of the ¢juez decuchillad; he was
adding weight to a rumor that was al ready rife. Arrests had already begun. There
had been no hint, yet, that the Spaniards might offer KKK members who
surrendered any form of amnesty or leniency.

The mood is anxious, edgy. If the spy knew where the Katipuneros were meeting,
Bonifacio worries, then perhaps the Spaniards had intercepted one of the circulars
summoning the delegates to Kangkong.?>*Even i1 f t hey hadnodt
have got reports about the crowd gathering in the vicinity . Guardia Civil or army
units might attack at any moment. There was a danger t he Kat
would be killed or detained before the revolution had even begun. Bonifacio

orders everyone to have a weapon to hard at all times, even when they were
eating - disang kamay ay sa pagkain at isang kamay ay sa savifata.

The choices confronting the Katipun erosin Kangkong thus seemed limited and
stark. The Spaniards wanted to hunt them down and kill them. Rather than wait
to be killed in their homes, or as fugitives in the hills, most agreed, it would be
better to fight, better to launch the revolution even though they were ill -prepared
and ill -equipped. Victory might not be won, but there was a chance. Spanish
repression and reprisals would provoke a backlash. Thousands more, or
hundreds of thousands, might join the revolution, including the rich and
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influential, and the struggle might sprea d quickly to other regions. Filipinos
serving in the police, Guardia Civil, Veterana, and military might defect,
providing the Katipunan with the guns it so vitally needed.?

By the end of the debate, it is said, Teodoro Plata andmost of the others who had
initially opposed raising an immediate call to arms had beenswung round.
When the issuewas finally put to the vote, the majority was overwhelming.

The revolution , the Supreme Assembly decide,will begin with a coordinated
attack on Manil a the following Saturday, August 29. 18

Philippines Free Pressuly 20, 1929

In 1917 a Katipunan veteransd® association, t
of Apolonio Samsonds house i n Kan gdeadsiomgto revolt hatbbeek takem e
0Sapooknaitdo, t he i nsayspldinyandsimply, 6. . . i pinasya ng K

paghihimagsik noong ika3 ng Agosto 189519

Whil st the Supreme Assembl y ha ghectrevd of
rank-and-file Katipuneros hasbeen waiting outside, eager and impatient to hear
what has been decided?20

As soon as the Assembly has voted to launch the revolution, Bonifacio leads the
crowd to a praagitpadommar whefe@ t her e malsking
kaparangan ¥!.

He tells them the moment ou stherdecwien:isto@d r
ahead with t heJgakapatd,langtinag&amsahan ay ipagpatuloy ang
paghihimagsik &)

It is the decision the crowd wants, a
t hem, Oto reject the government that

that case, 6 Boni fingauiyouraedulgseasd rip theenmp, as@b r
symbol of &eng gagon, dabds dinyd ang inyong mga sedula personal ¢

punitin, tanda ng pagtalikod sa kapangyarihar}®

The Katipuneros fervently heed his call, weeping with emotion as they rip their
cedul as to shreds. NBabuhay &ng Katagalugapandsthee s
crowd bellows as one,0 Ma b udta y !
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dy He PugadrLawin 6 [4963;detail]

The crowd is fired-up, eager to fight. They are in the mood to march on
Intramuros at that instant, if so ordered. But their leaders then tell them the attack
will not be mounted until the weekend; it ha sto be planned and coordinated; the
branches have to be given their orders; weapons have to be gathered and readied.

The crowd realize all this is true. But five days seens a long time to wait. Where
will they go, inthe meantime? 0 Un | ess y o u ,aBomfacio tellstha n g
men,0r eturn to your homes and pkagapdmyoer f
| ocal bfanches. ¢

oBut we are all i n da n?gTheyknow thehSpaniardsrhadr
already found KKK membership lists, and might soon find more, and might
perhaps al so fi nd atrlaeaplEl memparschadhbeen dsked
to submit to the Supreme Council.2? Some sad their houses were being watched
by the Guardia Civil, or the Veterana. Going home would be like walking into a
trap.28 The authorities would be able to confirm they were Katipuneros because
they bore a distinctive scar on their left forearms from their initiation. And now
they no longer have their cedulaswhich were their means of identification. They
fear they might be arrested, or executed on the spot.

But it is also dangerousin Kangkong. Thecrowdis f ar bi gger th
population , and equivalent to almost a quarterofCal oocands ent.i
No matter how many people in the locality are sympathetic to the Katipunan,
there are others who will talk, and inform. Enemy troops will be coming, soon

Staying together, Bonifacio might have pointed out, also raised practical
dilemmas. What would everybody eat over the next few days; where would they
shelter and sleep?Apolonio Samson, in whose house the Supreme Assembly met
on August 23-24,was a generous host. That night, it is said,he opened all his
stores and bans so that corn and rice could be cooked for the Katipuneros, and
ordered the carabao in his fields to be slaughtered for their meat.2® But perhaps
that was still not enough for 2,000men. And the Katipuneros did not just need to
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be fed and watered. They wanted weapons, tools, materials for making weapons,
basic medical supplies, clothes, and cigarettes. They began to raid Chinese stores
in the nearby barrios.30

Someof the Katipuneros were obviously in greater danger than others. Many

who did not wish to return home would have been able to lie low for a few days
elsewhere, with relatives or friends. In general, it would have been safer to go
home to a rural barrio than to the city. And so, we might guess, hundreds did
leave Caloocan. But hundreds remained, and there was a stream of new arrivals.31

The Kati pun an ssthana svekkta osganizatide attack on Manila.
They had to do so without alerting enemy attention , but whilst accompanied by a
multitude of would -be fighters who needed to be fed, provisioned, and armed
with better weapons. It was an impossible task.

Early in the morning , whilst the crowd is still gathered in the vicinity of Apolonio
Sams o n 0 snewsoryperieps just a rumor comesthat a Guardia Civil unit
from Tinajeros is heading towards Kangkong.32 They might have been alerted,
some said, by thenoise of a musket (escopebabeing fired by the bandit known as
oLaoho.

The Katipuneros leave Kangkong in haste. Apolonio Samson guides them first to
the house of Felix Oropa (or Doropa) in the barrio of Bahay Toro, about two
kilometer s to the north-east. They stay there for a few hours whilst Bonifacio and
Jacintosend out ordersand messages b ut Boni faci o dhod s
mapanatag) and t he HRouse is smal.l

Banlat

Samson then leads the crowdfour kilometer s or so further in the same direction,
to a large farmstead near barrio Banlat. This is the place of Melchora Aquino,
renowned today in history books as 0T
as the books say The KKK veterans describe her as a short and stout woman

( mandak na babae, matdbp i n h er fvecihdarioqtax,listspcordirm she e
was then 56 or 5735

Close to the farmstead is a small hill or knoll, which Pio Valenzuela and others
later recall was known as Pugad Lawin. A newspaperman who visited the spot
with Valenzuela in 1940 describest he hi | I as oO0about 30
surrounding territoryé.|lt was a good
view because it canmanded an excellent view of the whole country to the south
and west, the only directions from where the Spanish forces could be expected to
c 0 mésOmthe slopes of the hill stood a large, tall tamarind (sampalogtree, from
which lookouts could see people coming from as far as two kilometers away. 37

Among those who arrive in Banlat on August 24 are six of the seven members of
the Council of State - Andres Bonifacio (President); Pio Valenzuela (Vice-
President); Emilio Jacinto (Minister of State); Teodoro Plata (Minister of War);
Aguedo del Rosario (Minister of the Interior); and Enrique Pacheco (Mnister of
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The Katipunands c oisteerelore sillabnos ihtactat tlgsrpoind p
so Bonifacio and his ministers are able tocontinue planning the coming offensive .

The broad strategy, they agree, should befor the Katipuneros in and around
Manila to converge on Intramuros in four brigades or columns:

Fighters from towns and barrios to the north of the city - Malabon, Navotas,
Tinajeros and Caloocand would advance on the cener via Tondo under the
command of Gregorio Coronel. [Marked in red on the map below.]

Fighters from towns and barrios to the northeast - Balintawak, Kangkong, Bahay
Toro, Bagobantay, Masambong, S. Francisco del Monte, Pasong Tamo, Banlat,
Diliman at Tapusi d would approach the center via Bilibid under the command of
Aguedo del Rosario. [Green, with o0Tap

Fighters from towns and barrios to the east - Pandacan, Mandaluyong, San Juan
del Monte, Marikina and Sampaloc d would approach via Rotonda and
Malacanan under the command of Ramon Bernardo. [Blue.]

Fighters from towns and barrios to the south - Muntinglupa, Taguig, Pateros,
Pasig, San Pedro Makati, Santa Ana and Pac@ would approach via San
Marcelino under the command of Vicen te Fernandez. [Orange, with Muntinglupa
off the map to the south.] 39

Constraints of time, location and funds, needless to say, hugely limit the
opportunity to gather weapons for the coming attack, but at least a large stock of
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bladed weapons is assembled in Banlatd as many as 1,000, veterans recafl® One
of Boni f ac itinelavsArchdioadd Jeses, mings 100 bolos guloK that have
been made in Meycauayan, Bulacan?! Pio Valenzuela recalls ordering 2,000 bolos
upon Bonifaciobs instructions, but it
got delivered. 42

The mobilization of KKK branches and preparations for the offensive, Bonifacio is
said to have decided initially, would be directed by himself in the sector to the
east of Manila; by Teodoro Plata to the north of Manila; and by Tomas Remigio in
Dulumbayan (where he lived) and the province of Cavite. As events transpired,
Bonifacio did take command in the east, but Plata was reportedly also in the east
on the day of the attack and Remigio did not get to Cavite. 43

Pio Valenzuela, it seems, wasassigned to co-ordinate and assist the KKK
branches in towns to the south of Manila such as Pateros and Taguig, as was
Antonino Guevara. 44

The KKK leaders agree thatcivil as well as military leaders need to be appointed
orelected(0 maghal al ng magsi si pamahalég ng
wherever possible. They decide to appoint Mariano Alvarez , the head of the
Magdiwang council based in Noveleta, as overall chief, both civil and military , of
all the revolutionary forces in the province of Cavite.

The Kawit-based Magdalo council, as noted in this dra
appointment, had expressed its opposition to launching the revolution ( ra di pag
ayon sa pinagkaisahang pag gadayand so the KKK leaders would not have
considered appointing Emilio Aguinaldo or other Magdalo leaders to any

position of leadership at this juncture. When the Magdalo council decided a few
days later to support the revolution, of course, the situation changed, and the two
Cavite-based councils would again be seen as having equaktatus.4>

Draft appointment of Mariano Alvarez as the
leader to be recognized throughout the
provi nce dangudagkikilalanin $ao
buong hukumanng Tangwady) . The dr
appears to have been penned and initialled (in
the bottom left-hand corner) by Emilio Jacinto,
and is dated Caloocan, 26 August.

This is the only Katipunan document yet

found dating from the critical month of
August 1896. A proper
evidently not to hand in Banlat at this
tumultuous moment, and the communications
were drafted in a farm ledger, used under
normal circumstances to record crop yields or
sales. The text is therefore written across
printed col umns Mahéat a
OMani,6 Camoté and so on.
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Melchora Aquino is just as hospitable and magnanimous as Apolonio Samson
had been in Kangkong. She makes available to the Katipuneros all thepalayin
her storehouse, over 100cavans and also her cattle, carabao, pigs and chickens.
Together with some of her adult children, she personally helps in grinding the
rice, and in butchering and cooking the meat.46

But there is stild]l dba paegeakikimabangar) t, h e t e
farmstead could not provide. Again, orders are given to raid Chinese stores in the
area. Bands of Katipuneros sortie out from Banlat to at least three barrios-
Balintawak, Balong-bato and Masambong.4’

About 100 men go to Balintawak, and perhaps the other bands were similar in
size48 The Chinese shopkeepers naturally try to defend their premises and their
stocks, but are overwhelmed. Twelve are killed, according to a Spanish source4®
They are the revol uti on 0 $akeh backdotBanlaias t i
prisoners and held under guard in a barn. The guards are negligent, however.
Perhaps they fell asleep. The Chinese escape and flee, but are quickly spotted and
pursued. One manages to get away, but two are killed and the other six
recaptured.>0 Brought back to the farmstead, they are tethered together to ensure
they do not escape again. Later, it seems, three new prisoners are added to the
group, bringing the total back to nine. 51

oCiviles'6  Tlbok-outs in the sampalospot troops in black in the far distance,
coming from the south -west. Not wishing to leave Banlat unless forced to do so,
the KKK leaders ready the men to confront the Guardia. 52

Guardia Civil 8 Spanish officers and Filipino troopers

There are about 30 men in the Guardia detachment. They are led by a Spanish
lieutenant, Manuel Ros, and the sergeant and corporal (cabd are alsoSpaniards,
but the troopers are all Filipinos. 53 Informers had presumably told the Guardia
that the insurrectoswho had attacked the Chinese stores were encamped
somewhere near Banlat, and may have told them precisely where to look.

Whilst the Guardia ar e still in the distance, the Katipuneros assemble.Bonifacio
designates one of the men as the standard bearergbanderade and orders the
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troops to walk past the flag and swear not to falter in their defense of the country
( walang tatalikod sa pagtatangigngbayad . ) The f 1 ag i puloxnamr
pulad ; bandetang kundimai 4.

Riding on horseback, Bonifacio and Pio Valenzuela lead the men away from the
farmstead so that the Guardia can be intercepted before they arrive. The
Katipuneros take up their positions in the fields beside the road. %> Through the
fields runs a meandering creek, along whose banks were thick reedbeds?6 The
Chinese prisoners, Bonifacio orders, should be placed in the front line, still tied
together.57

It is now about noon. As they wait, Bonifacio stresses that the Filipinos in the
Guardia detachment are not K &pea)tanddnty .
be f e &luwagimasista ang inyong loob at kapatid din natin ang mga sibil na
iyan! 581t is hoped they will switch sides, or at least shoot high, above the
Kati puneroso® heads.

When the Guardia first see the Katipuneros, they do not open fire. They halt,
about 70-100 meters away.

oKill the Spaniards and join us!od the

oLay dowwe apounrs! 6 the Guardia shout b
understanding!é olf you are good peop
here, two%*at a time! o

The stand-off continues until the mid -afternoon. Finally, the Katipuneros on the
left and right flanks are given the signal to attack. They advance across the wet
fields. Hugely outnumbered, the Guardia Civil hastily retreat to avoid being
surrounded, firi ng as they withdraw. Some of the Filipino troopers might have
aimed their rifles high, but some might not, and the three Spaniards certainly did
not. Eight of the Guardia carried modern rifles, according to a KKK veteran -
seven Remingtons and one Mausers0

Pedro Nicodemus, a KKK commander with a revolver who is riding a carabapis
ordered by Bonifacio to shoot any man who runs away in the face of enemy fire.
None do.61

As the bullets snap and hiss around them, the only weapons the Katipuneros
have in reply are three shotguns (which have a limited range); a few revolvers
(likewise of limited range); spears fashioned from wood, cane stalks and bamboo;
some stones they had gathered to hurl; and a barrage of noisy but harmless
firecrackers.62

They also carry bolos, daggers and other blades, but on this day there is no hand
to-hand fighting. The Katipuneros pursue the retreating Guardia Civil, but
cannot catch up. They are slowed down not only by the rifle fire, but also by the
terrain. Whilst the G uardia are on relatively firm ground & perhaps on aroad o
the Katipuneros get bogged down in thick mud and flooded rice fields. In the
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course of the vain and sodden pursuit, the order is given to release the Chinese
prisoners because they hare become an eacumbrance.t3

The Guardia halt when they are about 500 meters away, and for a while continue
firing. But at about 4 o0d6clock they m

Bonifacio and his commanders surmise that the detachment had run low on
ammunition, wo uld call for reinforcements, and would sooner or later return.
Rather than continue the pursuit, Bonifacio decides, it would be prudent for the
Katipuneros also to leave immediately. The brief skirmish thus ends with both
sides in retreat at the same time The Guardia Civil, in their haste, leave behind
two capes and a leg of ham. The Katipuneros, more seriously, lose a suitcase
(maleta de viajecontaining about 1,000 pesos, which was almost all the cash they
had.64

Three Katipuneros were killed in the encounter, two captured, and about eight
injured. 85 The Guardia Civil, it was reported, had suffered not even a scratchéé

Where were the Katipuneros to go? They could not stay in Banlat, and a crowd of
1,000 was likely to be located by the enemy wherever they went. Even if they
could evade the enemy for the next three daysd until August 29 & where would
they getfoodandsup p |l i es ? Staying together 6600
was no longer an option. All those who could return home, Bonifacio urged

again, should do so, and prepare for August 29. Others would have to hide until
that day with relatives, friends or kapatd.

The vast majority then departed, going their separate ways. By nightfall, not
many r e maindnna mharamodang mga naiwany8 The leaders, now with
perhaps between 50 and 100 mengo back briefly to the farmstead to thank
Melchora Aquino and her family for their selfless support, and then head off east,
towards Krus na Ligas and Balara 59

Ex BAJO LA BANDERA REVOLUCIONARIA

Gregorio Pineda, o0Bajo |l a Bander

11



26 Aug
1896

26 Aug
1896

27 Aug
1896

Balara to Mandaluyong

Bonifacio sends a message to the KKK council in Mandaluyong saying that he
and his companions | ack suppliesto getsént unggndy
( ma humihingi ng tulong dahil sa kanilang kalagayan na dahop sa lahat ngdagay
council quick ly dispatch esa cavan of rice; three sacks of meatiflam), sweets
(matamig, sigarilyo, some clothesand a little cash.”

That night i n Balara, according to Pi
Secret Chamber (Sanguniang Lihim) isheld. Its three members & Bonifacio,
Jacinto and Valenzueladcd eci de t hat one of them 0s
meansé to get into the hands of the G
documents drafted by the Chamber in which it was made to appear that the

leader of the Katipunan was Francisco Roxas [a wealthy businessman and civic

|l eader ] . I n fact, Roxas was consi délre

No evidence has been found to confirm that this plan ever materialized.
Francisco Roxaswas indeed arrested, found guilty of treason and rebellion, and
executed at Bagumbayan in January 1897. The prosecution case against him,
however, seems to have been based on statements made under interrogation by
other detainees, rather than on incriminating documents. 72

Bonifacio, Jacinto, Valenzuela and their group move away from the place where
they have spent the night, but stop for a while, still somewhere near Balara, to
have further discussions on how the proceed.

They are soaking wet, and have only some boiled green bananasto eat. They are
very thankful and relieved when the Katipunero bringing the supplies from
Mandaluyong finds them, so they canhave a mealand change their clothes’3

The previous dayods encounter with the
Bonifacio. He is said to have proposed that the attack on Manila should be
postponed until the Katipuneros were better armed, and that the group should
march forthwith to Mount Tapusi to start constructing a fortified encampment
that could be defendedpamgagi o cdtibaynyesang p
mabuting muog, na magiging tanggulan nang Katipumaj* Jacinto and others,
however, persuade Bonifacio to change his mind. It is too late to postpone the
offensive, they argue, because the date August 29-300 has already been set. The
KKKds branches have been notified, an
girding for the fight.

Bonifacio and his companions then decide to go to Mandaluyong to prepare for
the offensive. Mandaluyong was the town in the eastern sector where the
Katipunands support was mgaesitionedtolserve as thain d
temporary base. They walk first towards Marikina, where Valenzuela parts
company from the group near barrio Malanday, saying he is exhausted and needs
to rest.”> Bonifacio, Jacinto ard the others carry on to barrio Barangka in Marikina,
where they have a meeting with local branch presidents and stay the night.
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Bonifacio and his companions arrive in the sitio of Balakbak in Mandaluyong,
where he holds meetings with Katipuneros arriving from other places. 76 He

i ssues an order, dated oBundok na Kal
oPresidents, councilors and brothers,
midn ight the following day, the 29 th, and warning that any brethren not in accord
with the sacred objbanaltnaadheka ngddyant hwi Iple o
regarded as traitors.”” Copies of the order are dispatched to Katipunan branches
far and wide.

In the evening, Bonifacio is told that Spanish artillerymen have set up a gun
emplacement on the Pasig River to the southwest of Mandaluyong, and another
on the San Juan River to the northwest. And another detachment of artilleros he
learns, has arrived at El Deposito 6 the waterworks in San Juan d bringing with
them a large cannonand f o udafiores de monta@as

The Spaniards, it is now clear, will not simply concentrate their strength in
Intramuros, sitting tight and waiting to repel a siege.

The Katipuneros take heed of the Spanish movesas they debate their strategy.
Originally, it seems, it had been intended that many, perhaps most, of the
Katipuneros assembled in Mandaluyong would proceed to Manila directly, some
crossing the Pasig River to Santa Ana and others crossing the San Juan River to
Bakood. After the Spanish moves, it seems, Bonifacio and his commanders
decided instead that the bulk of the Mandaluyong force should initially head
north, making the polvorin(gunpowder store) in San Juan del Monte their first
target, and then proceed into Manila from there. 7°

The waterworks, El Depdsito, is not designated as a target. The Katipuneros could
foresee that a clash with the Spanishartilleros stationed there was almost
inevitable, but a direct assault on the building, they recognize, would risk

incurring dreadful ca sualties. It is therefore decided that the column from
Mandaluyong should not pass close to El Depdsito on their way to the polvorin,
but should skirt widely around it, and then approach the polvorinalong the road
coming from Marikina. Bonifacio asks his commanders to assure the troops that
every possible step is being takekava
sinabing dapat ipatalos ha mga kakasamahan sa gabing yaon ang lahat ng Ipaladgid
mapagingatano 9%°

The morning and afternoon before the attack are devoted to procuring, tallying
and allocating weapons. The Katipunan branch in Santolan in Pasig has fifteen
Remingtons, one other rifle and one revolver. But the counts in the Mandaluyong
balangayare meagre 81

At around 5 o06clock in the afternoon,
Bonifacio in Balakbak, more than 500, walk about half a kilometer westwards to
Hagdang Bato, also in Mandaluyong, where the owner of a bakery (panadeia) and
othershavepr epar ed a rhasamingpagkaidgad (As dar kn.
are joined by contingents who had been gathering in secluded spots elsewhere in
thevicinity,and by 7 o6cl ock their num®@®¥s hayv
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30 Aug
1896

They rally for their final i nstructio
cheersoLong Live t he SoMabuhayfangtmbacAnaR rgBpykn
dand upon Boni f ac itoadvanceshk fightdrsehdstenfirstt@tine
Mandaluyong municipal building, where they quickly overcome the three

Guardia Civiles on duty (greeting one as a brother Katipunero) and seize their
rifles.83

San Juan del Monte 84

At 11 o6clock, the col umn tweklsnetersar sotoo
the north. Bonifacio, observers said, was calm and composed, almost as if he were
marshalling a peaceful parade.8>

As they march, the troops are joined by other groups, and they press any men in
the houses along the road to join them 86 As they approach San Juan, they number
more than 1,500, perhaps as many as 2,000. The advance detachments are met as
they entered the town by the acting capitan municipal Placido Ibafiez8” He

confirms what Bonifacio had been told the day before. The Spaniards, he says,
have turned EI Dep-sito into a fortre
power ful it could mow down more than
well-armed Guardia Civil unit has also arrived. Ibafiez urges the commanders to
postpone the planned attack until ano
betide you if t hes8Beglunenrpushebanar s you. 6

Around midnight, along the road that is now F. Blumentritt, the Katipuneros are
seen by a patrol of Guardia Civiles a
the People!d6 they shout back, and in
return the fire, killing one guard and disarming another, but one or two escape.
Moving on towards the Santo Cristo church, they encounter two more guards,
killing both and taking their guns and ammunition. Two Katipuneros also die in

this incident, killed accidentally by shots from behind.8°

Santuario del Santo Cristo

After the skirmishes with the Guardia Civil, the Katipuneros head to the east of
the town as they had planned, giving the artillerosat El Depdsito a wide berth.
They are then joined by a 300strong contingent from Santolan, led by Valentin
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Cruz.90

Bonifacio and Cruz agree that their two contingents should stay together. But

then, according to a KKK commander, o6after a f ew momen-
C 0 nv er sanakaraam ang ilang saglit nang pamamamabhinga atipsgapusap )
Bonifacio looked at his watch and was shockedto seestwas now 4 o00cC
morning, long after the midnight hour at which cannon were due to be fired, or
balloons to be released, to signal to Katipuneros waiting in the nearby provinces
that the simultaneous assault on Manila should commence. Bonifacio

immediately decide d the assault on Manila should be deferred until the following
night, and that in the meantime the fighters should withdraw to Balara, about

eight kilometer s to the northeast91

Another veteran, Flor encio Inocentes, gives a different account. He does not
mention the two contingents of Katipu

oconversationd6 was an urgent, cruci al
exchange of opi ni on o eadshisairigle,lréefdsentence dne
the episode, O0Othe rebels decided not

for#eNot to returnd presumably means
an encounter with the Spanish units stationed at ElI Deposito.

On the key point, however, the two accounts match. Bonifacio ordered the troops
to move to the northeast - away from San Juan, and away too from Manila, which
they had intended to reach that night. The column headed off in the dark, across
the fields.93

By the time the sun was rising (about 5.40), the troops have reached Sapang
Kamias, a little beyond Cubao.%4 They meet five Filipino infantrymen, who they
persuade to join them, which meant five more rifles. > The enthusiasm of the
troops was still fierce, Inocentes relates, but is dampened when Bonifacio
proposest hey al | proceed t o Mar aldngtmeavestemt h
bank of the Mari kina river and up to
has little chance of success that day, herobably thinks , because the offensive has
apparently not started in other places. Most of the troops, however, zealously
want to advance into Manila as planned. Digging trenches is not a popular
alternative. One of the men, Marianong Karne from Mandaluyong, raise s his bolo
and shoutsoMga AnakngBayard i n protest, and then
weapons too, and take up his cry.%

At that moment, the fighters hear distant gunfire in the direction of Manila. They
reckon it is coming from the district of Santa Mesa, where another large group of
Katipuneros had been massing to join the push from the east. Battle was to be
joined that day after all, and instan
the carabao horn gambuli) to be blown to sound the advance, and the column take
the road to Manila, marching briskly towards the sound of t he gunfire. But

before the road reaches Santa Mesa, it will lead them back to the town they had
left just a couple of hours earlier, San Juan del Monte.

At about 7.30 the fighters enter Ermitafio, the barrio of San Juan through which
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the road from Cubao to Manila passes. They now number as many as 2,5007 The
Spanish artillerosspot them from EI Deposito, on higher ground about 400meters
to the south, and snipe at them, but in view of the distance the Katipuneros
decide not to return the fire. 8 They are now close to where the Manila road is met
from the south by the road that is today called Pinaglabanan. They are nearing
the polvorin Bonifacio and his commanders know, of course, that the powder
magazine is heavily fortified and guarded. But if the building c an be taken, if its
defenders can be defeated or won over, the prize will be many more rifles, more
ammunition, to bear to the decisive combats in Manila. Besides, if the
Katipuneros do not engage the enemy at thepolvorin if they simply march past,
then it might not be long before they are pursued and attacked from the rear.

The fighters begin to take up positions around the polvorin and exchange fire
with the detachment inside & an officer (probably a Spaniard) and 30 men
(Filipinos) from Infantry Regiment No.70. Before the Katipuneros ha ve attempted
to storm the building, however, a well -armed squad of 35 Spanishartilleros
suddenly join s the fray, having raced down the hill from El Depdsito. °

When they reach the polvorin the artilleroshelp the infantrymen drive back the
Katipuneros from their positions nearby. The focal point of the fighting then

shifts about 460 metersback t o t he east, to where
now stands at the junction of N. Domingo and Pinaglabanan streets. From a
house near that junction, El Comercic eport ed, the rebels

f usi | unduggo harrarosb) at t he sol di er s overeSp«
killed at this spot. 10T he Kati puner os al sasas enmuoeshad
f u e 1) further ap the road leading to the waterworks.

At this juncture, Spanish reinforcements arrive d 100 men from Infantry Regiment
No0.70 and a troop of cavalry. Governor General Blanco had despatched this force
from Intramuros in the early morning as soon as he heard about the disturbances
to the east of Manila, and had appointed his deputy, General Bernard Echaluce,
oto take command of t helolOn tmeiewayg fromc o mb a
Intramuros, the force had engaged and dispersed the mass of Katipuneros, a
thousand or more, who had gathered around a rope factory in Santa Mesa, and
who had been battling with the Guardia Civil Veterana and other units since
dawn.102]t must have been the early exchanges in this battle that Bonifacio and
his men had heard when they were walking away from San Juan towards Balara,
and which prompted them to head back.

After crossing San Juan Bridge, the Spanish column passé the polvorin,from
which the K atipuneros had already been driven back, and then link ed up with the
artillerymen along the road to El Depdésito. General Echaluce ordered his infantry
to split into two platoons to search and clear every house they passed, one
platoon moving up the right side of the road and the other up the left.103

16



El Deposito, €.1900

A group of Katipuneros with firearms t ook up positions in Vista Alegre, a large
villa adjacent to San Juan Bautista church at the top of the hill. It was not quite
opposite El Deposito, but within shooting distance - about 135 meters from the
waterworks compound and 270 meters from the main entrance and building. The
villa was surrounded by solid, two -meter-high walls, from which the rebels

unl oaded a b anutridsimefuegd ) fatr et {& SPrani sh

Upon the orders of General Echaluce and led by their Spanish lieutenant, the
infantrymen storm ed the walls of Vista Alegre and forced the Katipuneros to
disperse into the dense vegetation and rough terrain to the rear of the villa. The
rebels continued firing as they retreated, severely wounding the Spanish
lieutenant in the neck.105

Still numbering oOonot I ess than 22,0006
Katipuneros were pursued by the combined Spanish forces, Governor Blanco

reported, oout of San Juan del Monte
the Cavalry dispersedthemi n di sarray towards t hoe y
Filipino accounts tell the same-megltinoary
frantic effort to escape, 6 remembered
unscathed, but many were wounded. In their hur ry to get away, the Katipuneros
left their dead where they fell on enemy ground. The Spanish cavalry gave chase,
and at noon they captured a%group of

Bonifacio and Jacintoescaped captureand t he KKK3s | eadin
day dVicente Leyva( al i as 0 K &énarode onReye¥ 0 Bhtad aand «
Lucino de I-iap &aldoremdinedaplarge to fight again.

But the 2,500strong army they had led into battle has gone. The remnant that
regroupsat10o0 6 cl ock that morning, | ess that
been fired, iilasd)v,erjyusstmaal If e(wo dozen. B¢
commanders to go back to search for some of the firearms that have been lost, and
to account for the dead and wounded. He then heads off with the others towards
Bal ara o0to prepare for future encount
between them they have just 27 guns108
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2930 Aside from the battle in San Juan del Monte, the only largescale engagement on
Aug the night of August29-30 was fought by troops und
1896 command in Santa Mesa.Actions elsewhere, for example in Pasig, Pateros,and
Pandacan did not coalesce or escalateinto the coordi nated offensive the
Katipunan had planned ; for reasons unknown the simultaneous advance on
Manila of columns from the north, the north -east and the south did not

materialize.
30Aug Governor Gener al Ram-n Blanco decl ar e
1896 Manila, Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Pampanga, Tarlac and Nueva Ecija.
Any acts of rebellion, the decree sta

and exemplary measures , 6 but rebels who surrend:i
will not face the maximum penalty. 109

On the move

8 Sep Bonifacio is staying at a house amid farmland and fishponds in Maypajo , to the
1896 south of Caloocan. His brother Procopio, Emilio Jacinto, and Aguedo del Rosario
are also staying in that vicinity, possibly in the same house.110

Sep Prudently, though, Bonifacio does not remain in the same place for long. He
1896 keepsont he move, and his wher eaboutbskodsa e
palipatlipat ay iniingatang mabuti pa ng mga Katipunanjii

For a while, even the commanders in Balarado not know where he is. In mid -
September a Katipunan leader from Nueva Ecija, Mariano Llanera, comesto the
camp with a column of troops with the intention of inviting Bonifacio and the
Balara fighters to go back to that province with him. Nueva Ecija, h e presumably
believes, could provide the Katipunan with a principal baseor headquarters that
was more remote, more defensible, and perhaps more readily provisioned.

After waiting in Balara for about a week without seeing Bonifacio, Llanera
decidesto return to Nueva Ecija with his troops . Same of the Balara fighters
depart with them , but on route they are attacked by Spanish forces and gt
separated from LI aner ak®oBalaraddps, and

Manila

The explanation for Bonifaciod s d i s a pgbthisacritiaahjeneture is that he
had gone with Emilio Jacinto to Manila, despite the great danger. He explained
his main reasons for taking this risk in a letter he wrote to Mariano and Santiago
Alvarez in late October 1896 He wanted guns. He aimed to get a message to
Filipino patriots in Japan , urging them to arrange a shipment of weapons as soon
as humanly possible. His initial hope, it seems, was that the message could be
sent by José Moritaro Tagawa, the owner of a Japanese bazaar in Binondo who a
few months previously had hosted the meeting between Katipunan leaders and
officers from a visiting Japanese navy training ship, the Kongao But now Tagawa
had become frightened, and had refused to assist in sending the vital message!13
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Sep
1896

20 Sep
1896

Boni facio al so hop e dtingmygaKdgatidind wan d aHlignd n
soldiers who had joined the KKK before the revolution broke out &to exhort them
to join their brothers already in the field. To his dismay, however, he discovers

the soldiers have already been inculpated and imprisoned. 114

More generally, Bonifacio would have wanted to get in touch with Katipunan
leaders in the city, to find out whether the councils and branches were still
functioning, and to learn who had been arrested, who had surrendered, and who
was just lying low. Most of the news would have been dispiriting.

Whilst in Manila, according to one account, Bonifacio and Jacinto lodged for a
few days in the house of Isabelo Donatoat 189 Soler, Santa Cruz,then at 840
Clavel, San Nicolas(the street where his sister Espiridiona lived) and lastly at 116
Lavezares Binondo.115

Gregoria de Jesus recalls in her memoir thatshewas st ayi ng at F
in Caloocan when the revolution began. Word reached her that she was about to
be arrested, she writes, and sos h elecided to leave and did so at once at eleven
o'clock at night, with the intention of returning to Manila under cover, through

the rice fields to Loma. | was treated like an apparition, for, sad to say, | was

driven away from every house | tried to enter to get a little rest. But | learned later
that the occupants of the houses | visited were seized and severely punished and
some even exiled-- one of them was an uncle of mine whom 1 visited that night to
kiss his hand, and he died in exile. My father [Nicolas de Jesus] and two brothers

[ Arcadi o and Ariston de Jesus] were a

oMy wandering continued and by four o
Streetée and went to the house of an uncl e
but near a police station, and after five hours | left there in a carromatao look for

a safer place to live. | found a refuge in Calle Clavel and there, with my sister-in-
law, Espiridiona Bonifacio, | stayed quietly for a month under the name of
Manuel a GBnzaga. 0

144 Governor General Blanco
@ decrees thatorebelde8 a n
f those abetting the rebellion
are to have their assets
confiscated; are not to derive
any income or benefit from
those assets; andare not to
engage in business Rebels
who surrender and seek
g i | amnesty, however, shall be
ma 5 G exempted from these
penalties.

 GOBIERND GENERAL DE FILIPINAS
DECRETD

Thnrmein ﬁi/r/_/z oo
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3-50ct Pursuant to the general decree dated 20

1896 September 1896the Spanishauthorities place a
specific embargo on the assets ofive named
orebelde® including Andres Bonifacio. He is
listed as living in Calle San José in Trozqwhere
he had been living just prior to the revolution) ,
and at the house of a certain Capitan Quicoy on
Calle Lavezares, Binondo (possibly the house
where he had stayed very recently, or maybe the
house where he, his wife and child had stayed
with Pio Valenzuela earlier in the year).

Balara

4 Oct Bonifacio, his brother Procopio, and Emilio Jacinto arrive back in Balara, where
1896 300 Katipuneros are encamped The fighters line up to greet their arrival, and
after fraternal embraces Bonifacioraises a shout,over and over, that the men echo
i n unison: oOLong Li v eichthékatiphinar ng mga Ahak ng d
Bayan offer our blood and liveslé Mabuhay ag Bayang Tinubuan sa Dugo at
Buhay ng Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan}1’

5-6 Oct The Katipunan leaders and commanders in Balara had to take stock and

1896 reappraise their military strategy. A second attempt to capture Manila under
present circumstances would be suicidal. Efforts would continue to obtain
weapons from abroad and locally, but might take weeks or months to bear fruit.
A few Filipino soldiers, Guardia Civil and police had joined the revolution, but
nothing like the number that had been hoped. The Kati punands f
suffered reverses and defeats elsewhere, from Nueva Ecija to Batangas. Only in
Cavite had the local KKK councils succeeded in liberating their towns from
Spanish control.

The first imperative was defense. In the past weeks, groups of KKK fighters had
already begun to build fortified encampments ( kutaor muog in the hills and back
country & refuges where they would be better able to evade or resist Spanish
attacks, where they could prepare for future battles, and from which they could
build support for the revolution among the local population. Aside from Balara
itself (near where the campus of UP-Diliman is today), camps have been
established at Mount Tungko (near San Jose del Monte); Uyungan (near
Montalban); Masuyod (near Marikina); and Pantayanin (near Antipolo) . Later,
camps would be set up at Mount Puray (near Montalban) and Ugong (near
Pasig).

The kuta, Bonifacio envisaged, would afford the Katipunan the opportunity to
reorgani ze an dnagaayosat negpalatakagtWith graper
leadership and coordination, he believed, they could soon becomea line of secure
bases from which the offensive could be resumed d not against Spanish positions
in Manila, initially, but in nearby towns . If towns around the city such as
Montalban, San Mateo, Marikina and Pasigcould be taken, and if the fighters in
Nueva Ecija and Bulacanhad equal good fortune, they could all join forces with
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6 Oct
1896

13 Oct
1896

their victorious brothers in Cavite in launching a second, far more potent, attack
on Manila. 119

In the morning, Bonifacio inspects the defenses in Balara and makes an inventory
of the weapons in the camp. Thirty -two men had guns of various types, including
a few Remingtons, but the great majority had only bladed weapons d bolos
(gulukan), daggers (balaraw and spears Eibaf.120

Bonifacio then summons the Balara troops to a general meeting pulong) and asks
them to elect their own commander and deputy commander. By acclamation,
they elect Luis Malinis as commandi ng
i pod) as his deputy, LusiMalihisandhe fathean k o f
Domingo, it is said, were renowned bandits who during the revolution became
o0steadfast def e mdsesugdnathgadagtanggol hgyKalaydad:

In the afternoon, Bonifacio convenes a similar meeting with a 100-strong
contingent of troops who have cometo Balarafromthe Kat i punands ¢
at Mount Tungko (near San José del Monte). This contingentinclude s a number of
defectors from the Guardia Civil garrison at Tinajeros, Malabon, who had
augmented t he r evlimited arsecahnithr Iyt Remingtgndasd a
revolver. Again, Bonifacio ask s the men to elect their own senior officers, and
they elect Mariano Gutierrez and Juan
as their commander and secondin-command.122

Bonifacio writes to the Katipuneros encamp ed at Masuyod near Marikina asking
them likewise to elect their own officers. They subsequently notify him that they
have elected Franciscode Asis (aliassL abe 6) and Her m@ae ne
0 B a r eespécjively as their brigadier general and second-in command, and he
endorses those appointmentsi23

Also promoted to the rank of brigadier general, according to one source, is Licerio
Geronimo, a KKK leader from the barrio of Wawa in Montalban . It is not known
whether he was based in Montalban at this time, but he certainly was a few
months later, when he had a camp at Mount Puray.124

Whilst at the Balara encampment, Bonifacio supervises the manufacture of four
light cannon s (falconeteor lantakg, fashioned from iron tubes bound together with
coarse wires. They are tested on October 13, and when they fire successfully
Bonifacio shouts out to the watching, cheeringf i g ht e r sthat i®tBedirsta r
day you have seen and heard thegrowlingroar of t he peopl eds

L i b e r( Balarapiyan ang unang araw mo na pagkakita at pagkarinig sa umaangi
hugong ng pananggold¢dal ayaan )i2g Bayan! o

To obtain ingredients for gunpowder - saltpeter and sulfur & Bonifacio instruct s
milkmen ( maggagatgsand other vendors who are members of the Katipunan to
buy small quantities at a time from Chinese stores each time they make their
regular trips to Manila, and a sizeable supply is accumulated in just a few days.126

The cannons were constructed in readiness for an attack on Spanish positions in
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Oct
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the town of San Mateo, about five kilometer s north-east of Balaraon the other

side of the Marikina valley. When planning the attack, Bonifacio assignsthe
commanders at the Masuyod camp - Francisco de Asis andHermogenes Bautista

- to reconnoitertheareat o det er mi ne which routes
take, and wher e t he yagaralangirhadali ing mgh dapdt dasr
at tayuan ng mga kawal }27.

Spanish sources mentionseveral odepredationsé  bgyupas de insurrectds i n
province of Manila and district of Morong in September and October 1896. 128
Precise locations arerarely given, but in late September, for example, encounters
were reported in Malabon, Caloocan, San Mateo, Muntinlupa and Bosoboso. In
early October the KKK leader Atilano Sta. Ana led a major attack on the Morong
district headquarters (cabeceraomandancig which prompted Governor Blanco to
reinforce that sector with troops from Cavite .12° Spanish forces in towns
immediately south of Ma nila 8 Pineda (Pasay), Paranaque and Las Piiasd were
strengthened with troops from Jolo. 130

All around the city, Blanco recognized in October, the rebellion was not
dwi ndl i ng butl gernoewlingg: accent uabaé sus
provincia de Manila 131

Blanco took the strategic decision to blockade and isolate rebel-held Cavite, but to
defer mounting a counter-offensive in that province until more infantry battalions
had arrived from Spain . Given the limited forces immediately at his disposal, he
believed, it was onot advisable in any wi
Cavite without having first pursued owi t h al | p otlsesnsubgengs inv i
Nueva Ecija, Bulacan, Manila, Morong, Laguna and Batangas. The rebelsin these
provinces, Bl anco wr ot e, ldrgecehtaldroup,g wh
commanded by Boni fweceipaorlyamdd, hut verm rumeaousd
(numerosisimas They endeavored constantly to establish fresh strongholds and
onucl ei o6 Ifthey souldriotthe@rmu c h r e d dispersed,Gheyl
would soon endangernotj u st tranduitty @ of t h e by eventhe nc e
security of Manila. 132

The Katipunan leaders in Cavite, like those to the north and east of Manila, had
lost touch with Bonifacio when he went into the city in September, but around
mid -October both the Magdiwang and Magdalo councils succeeded in re-
establishing contact.

The Magdiwang council, Artemi o Ricarte relates, sent a courier to the hills above
Marikina and Montalban to find Bonifacio, carrying letters telling him about the
victories in Cavite and inviting him to come to the province to witness at first

hand the spirit and determination with wh ich the local Katipuneros were dealing
with the harsh circumstances in which they found themselves. 133 Emilio
Aguinaldo recalls that the Magdalo and Magdiwang councils worried that

Spanish military operations around Manila were putting Bonifacio in grave
danger, and agreed he would be safer if he came to stay in the zone they had
liberated @ dat anyayahang lumigpit agad dito salaya nang lalawigan niabite 184
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Nov
1896

c. 1 Nov
1896

c.1Nov
1896

2 Nov
1896

Bonifacio replies to a letter he has received from Mariano and Santiago Alvarez
inviting him to visit Cavite. He declines their invitation on the grounds that his
immediate priority must be to attend to the needs of the KKK forces in Manila,
Morong, Bulacan and Nueva Ecija. He thanks the Alvarezes for the support they
have offered irarmiessso thdt at presenhtigere@re no major
exigencies aside f»om the | ack of gun

Bonifacio tells the Alvarezes that he has already been in communication with
oour brothero6 Emilio Aguinaldo, the M
a letter about his situation and plans. Bonifacio says he assumes that Aguinaldo
has already by now shared this letter with the Magdiwang leaders, and so does

not repeat what he had written.38Unf or t unat el y, Boni fac
has not been found,andwe t her ef ore dondt know th
foremost ambition, however, is to defeat the Spanish forces to the north and east
of Manila. If the Katipuneros have the good fortune to win that victory, he tells

the Alvarezes,o0 we can then set a date with vy«
Magdiwang and the Magdalo counci |l s] for our assal
( @agtatagpo sa kuta ng Maynda3?

Gregoria de Jesus leaves her place of hiding in Manila and joins Bonifacio in the
hills. OMy husband met me at San Fran
proceeded to [the encampment in] Balara where the sons of the country had their
headquarters,betwe en t he towns of Cal ocan anft

Taking to the hills at about the same time was Julio Nakpil, a piano teacher from
Quiapo. He also remembers being met by Bonifacio in San Francisco del Monte
and then heading on to Balara13°®

Katipunan forces occupy the town of Montalban, forcing the small Spanish
garrison to withdraw to San Mateo, about five kilometer s to the south.140

A day or so before the attack on San Mateo, KKK supporters in the town
denounce the capitan municipabnd one of his predecessorsasinformers. Their
treachery, it is alleged, has led to a number of Katipuneros being imprisoned and
tortured.

Bonifacio orders their arrest, and calls a meeting in Balara to decide their fate.
They are judged to be guilty as charged, and sentenced to death. One of the men
is later saved by the intercession of his cousin, who is a colonel in the Katipunan
army. But the other is executed. When the Katipuneros later enter San Mateo,
they place his head on a stake in the town centeri4!

San Mateo

Katipunan forces enter San Matea142They are deployed in and around the town
in four groups .

1 Fighters from the Balara campand otherc o n't i n ipeepang mmgadkawal a
pamunuang 6 | ed by Boni f ac4b0aneters(26@dga) tnom
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1896

the churchyard and parish house (convenb), which the Spanish forcesin
the town 8 a 35-strong unit of infantrymen ( cazadorésand Guardia Civil 143
- had made their stronghold .144

1 Another group of Balara fighters, led by L ucino de la Cruz and Luis
Malinis surround the town hall (municipio).

1 Fighters from the Mount Tungko camp, led by Mariano Gutierrez, are
posted at strategic points around the periphery of the poblacion

1 Under the overall command of Francisco de Asis and Genaro de los Reyes,
fighters from the Masuyod and Uyungan camps; a contingent from
Antipolo | ed by o0 Alpealé (remoniadoslad by r o o
Atilano Sta.Ana and 0 L remantadthongelf)(a deployed along
Nangka River, 2%z kilometer s south of San Mateo,to defend the
approachesto the town from Marikin a, from where it was correctly
foreseen that Spanish reinforcements would come.

In total, the Katipun eros deployed in and around San Mateo nhumbered more than
3,000 according to one of the KKK commanders, and5,000 or6,000 according to
Governor Blanco.145Whichever estimate is closest to thetruth, it was the largest
force assembled to the east of Manila since August, a operation that mobilized
notonlyt he KKK-®5$ mebHul i gh tdéfearent chmps, but alsbhagegion
of supporters in San Mateo and the surrounding area.

As always, the vast majority carried blades. Frearms could have been counted in
tens, but not hundreds. The fighters along the Nangka river, veterans recalled,

had 45 firearms and four light cannons (falconetg whilst those in the town had six
light cannons4T he tally of the | ankriown, bugata up ¢
rough guessmight also been about 40 or 50.

The Katipuneros occupy the San Mateomunicipioand make it their headquarters,
apparently without meeting any resistance.

By mid -morning all the contingents are in position.Bo ni f ac i o &estheig r
firearms and cannons trained ontheconventop t he Spani ar ds o
Their first shots are metat oncewith an intense fusillade. They take cover. To
venture any closer under fire would risk a slaughter. They continue firing, but
with little result. 147 The cannons evidently lacked the range, accuracy or potency
to breach the building 6 walls.

The San Mateoconventan 1911, when
it was being used as a school.
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As darkness falls, Bonifacio orders ten effigies to be fashioned from banana

trunks and straw, with salakotor hats on their heads. Placed in sight of the
conventp t he r use s e e mtbroughouttheinglt ehe 8panish tnodps
vented theirfreand spent t hei r ammuni saboong magdaniagd
ng gabing iyon, ay siyang pinagamang binaril at pinagubusan ng punlo ng mga
kawal kastila ¥48

But in reality the Spaniards have not exhausted their ammunition, and still open
fire whenever the Katipuneros attempt to move closer.

Bonifacio has the idea of canstructing a kind of mobile shield by covering a cart
(kariton) with layers of carabao hide, behind which he hopes a small group of

KKK riflemen w ill be able to advance towards the holed-up garrison. The layers

of hide, however, do not give enough protection against the enemy 6 bullets, and
almost immediately the riflemen are forced to move back ( Angka i t on g én
ng katod ay di pinakinabangan, at madaling iniuréng°

After this setback, the Katipunan commanders decide to sit and wait . Before too
long, they hope, the Spaniards will be forced to surrender for lack of food and
water.150

At the Nangka river, meanwhile, the KKK fighters successfully h old at bay a large
enemy column (60 Spanishcazadoreand 12 Guardia Civil) that, as anticipated,
has hurried to the scene from Marikina. After a firefight lasting some hours, the
enemy troops run short of ammunition, and towards dusk they return to

Marikina to get their wounded treated and to telegraph Manila for
reinforcements.151

In the poblaciérthe siege continues; it is now in its third day.

The reinforcements have not yet reached Marikina, but the troops who had
attacked KKK positions along the Nangka river the previous day make asecond
attempt to break through to San Mateo. After another hard battle, they are again
repelled.152

The reinforcements now arrive in Marikina 6 85 men from Infantry Regiment No.
70 (including a nunmjgastadadsand X0-4d2artiitetymed.i g
Combining with some of the forces already in Marikina & 35cazadoresl2 Guardia
Civil and 6 local police (cuadrillerog o they are swiftly formed into a column about
150-strong, and head out towards San Mateo 153

The Katipunan forces along the Nangka river again resist heroically, meeting the
column with an intense (nutridisimo) barrage of rifle and cannon fire. For two
hours they fight hard to defend their positions ( @os horas de lucha muy darg
they arefinally over whel med by t hrdirepowee ¥hAifles s u p
suffering heavy casualties, they run to the hills. 155

The Spanish column pushes straighton to San Mateoto relieve the beleaguered
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garrison, and engages the Katipunan forces both on the edge of town and in the
center. Again the fighting is fierce, and again the Spanish weaponry is decisive.
0Our spbdBasbsr onverewactomousralbong the whole length of the
| i nAdter the battle, the Spaniards take a body count. They had killed 237
insurrectosin the town that day. 156 The survivors, including Bonifacio and other
KKK leaders, retreat towards Montalban under covering fire from General
Malinis and seven Balara riflemen.157

More enemy reinforcements arrive in San Mateo - a column perhaps about 150-
strong made up of troops (presumably cazador@sredeployed from Bulacan and a
company from Infantry Regiment No. 73. 158 In total, there must now be more
than 300enemy troops in the tow n.

The Spanish forces in San Mateo spend the daydestroying the trenches the
Katipuneros had dug around the town. They get ready to head out the next day
to retake Montalban, which has now been occupied by the Katipuneros for almost
a week 159

Bonifacio is in Montalban , where he is supervising the construction of defenses in
the barrios of Burgos (on the road from San Mateo) and San Rafael.He knows the
enemy is likely to attack the following morning. He orders Genaro de los Reyes
to go asquickly as possibleto the Pantayanin camp to retrieve 12 Remington
rifles that had been taken back there after the battle at the Nangka river. So that
De | os Reyes can make haste, Boni faci
( kabayong puti {mora@} }5°

Presiding judge José Ripoll y Lopez summons Bonifacio to appear in the case
against Roman Ramos (a worker at the Spanish arsenal) and others charged with
rebellion and the theft of revolvers.161The judgeds expect at
respond to the summons cannot have been high

The Spanish force musters in San Mateo and sets out towards Montalban five
kilometer s to the north. Between the two towns, Blanco reports, they saw as many

asfive or six thousand insurrectosf or med i nt o Obattalion
along the road, othersup on t healtlwrasd )g httes t(hbe east .
commander , Bl anco continues, wa babied | e

maniobrad ) t o evade their f i rretgMoatalbén virthaly c
unscathed.162

The Katipunan fighters have dug trenches at strategic pointsin the town and
fortified the church , but once againthey cannot match the Spanish rifles. Under
an onslaught of fire, they disperse and flee. Sixty are killed in the town and the
pursuit. 163 Bonifacio himself came within an inch of death, according to one
account, when a Spanish bullet grazed his side64 Another account says a bullet
ripped the collar of his shirt. 165

After they shake off their pursuers, Bonifacio and the Balara fighters make their
way back to camp.166
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Balara

Bonifacio receives further invitations to visit Cavite. After receiving his letter
declining their initial invitation, the Magdiwang council  senta second, more
pressing invitation, and then a third, which Bonifacio finally acce pted.167

It is not clear what caused Bonifacio to change his mind about visiting Cavite, but
the defeats at San Mateo and Montalbanwere probably a fador. He would not
have wanted to leave for Cavite whilst those battles were still being planned and
fought. Afterwards, he wrote to the Magdiwang and Magdalo councils to tell
them about the defeats, and it seems likely his newsdeepened their fears for his
safety and made the tone of their invitations mor e insistent.168

When he decided to make the trip, Santiago Alvarez recalls, Bonifacio wrote
saying that he wished 0t o etRedietarangaed sder
for himself the new developments that could further promote the Revolution. He
did not intend to st ay long in Cavite because it was necessary to harass the enemy
on another front so that freedom could be attained sooner. He would not seek to
reorganize the Katipunan in Cavite at all; he would respect and make others
respect the leadership and their policies, for in unity there was strengthé 6

( 0 Windi magaayos ng anuman sa Katipunan sa Kabite; igagalang niya at ipagaga
niya ang Pamunuan at ang mga pal akad,
i pinagt agmpayé

Before leaving for Cavite, Bonifacio establishes a High Council (Mataas na
Sanguniar) to co-ordinate the revolution in what was called the Northern District
which covered the provinces of Manila, Bulacan, and Nueva Ecija and the district
of Morong. He appoints | sidoro Francisco as theC o u n cpresiogrg (Mataas na
Pangulg and Julio Nakpil as its secretary (Mataasna Kalihim). Francisco was a
leather manufacturer who had once served onthe council of the Liga Filipina;
Nakpil a piano teacher from a wealthy back ground who had also been an active
member of the Liga.170

Just as Bonifacio and his party are getting ready to leave Balara, there is a tense
incident. A couple of weeks earlier, whilst digging trenches in San Mateo, the
Katipuneros had found two biscuit tins filled with gold coins. Bonifacio is
planning to take both tins to Cavite, but the Balara commander, Luis Malinis,
angrily protests. He insists that one of the tins should be left in Balara with him

and his men. o0We found the coins, 6 he
Mal inis confronts Bonifacio. ol f you
says, you wi |l take neither . 0 diags aégtitd
cannon (falconett¢ besi de him and points it dir
quickly advises Bonifacio that under the circumstances it would be wise to accede
to the Balara commander d38?request. B

Bonifacio leaves for Cavite together with his wife, his brothers Procopio and
Ciriaco, Emilio Jacinto and a small detachment of soldiers headed by General
Lucino de la Cruz.172
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