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ANDRES 
BONIFACIO  
 
Biographical notes 
Part II: 1892 ð 1895 

 

  
 

 
 
Jan 
1892 

The Katipunan  
 
Andres Bonifacio and other patriots founded the 
Katipunan in July 1892, but it had been conceived 
some months earlier.  
 
Preserved in the military archives in Madrid is a set 
of òCatipunanó statutes dated January 1892, draft ed 
under the headings òCasaysayanó (Narrative) ; 
òPinagcasundoanó (Covenant); and òManga daquilang 
cautosanó (Principal Orders) . 1 It is not known who 
wrote  these documents.2  
 
Plainly and unequivocally, the documents make a 
declaration of independence: òfrom this day forward 
these Islands are separated from [Spain] and éno 
other leadership or authority shall be recognized or 
acknowledged other than this Supreme Catipunan.ó 
Separation from Spain is proclaimed not just as a 
goal, but as an action taken, attained by the very act 
of its proclamation.   

 
Nor is there any doubt about the extent of th e territory over which the Catipunan is 
to govern.  It is to be the entire Archipelago, òwhich in time will be given a proper 
name.ó 
 
No other Catipunan (or Katipunan ) documents dated prior to July 1892 have yet been 
found, and veterans did not mention the societyõs existence prior to that date. The 
documents drafted in January 1892 were nevertheless retained and revised by the 
Katipunanõs founders, and in August 1892, rewritten by Bonifacio in the òKó 
orthography,  they formed the basis of the societyõs foundational documents. 
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March 
1892 

Masonry  
 
The Gran Oriente Español, a recently formed Masonic institution in Spain, grants 
accreditation to Nilad Lodge, the first all -Filipino Masonic lodge in the Philippines. 
This leads to a surge of Masonic organizational activity in Manila and the 
surrounding provinces.   

 

 

 

Masonic certificate issued by Lusong lodge in July 
1893.  Inscribed on the scroll beneath the crest are 
the great democratic watchwords of òLiberty, 
Equality and Fraternityó.  

 

When joining a lodge, neophytes declare 
their adherence to a òProgramaó which 
affirmed that òMasonry considers all 
men are brothers, regardless of race, 
nationality or social position.  It believes 
in freedom of conscience and thought as 
an inherent right of all people.ó3   
 
In the absence of political parties and 
clubs, the lodges provide a measure of 
organizational focus for liberal, 
reformist and anti -friar activists.  
 

c. May 
1892 

Bonifacio joins a Masonic òTrianguloó called Taliba in the district of Trozo.4  He takes 
the Masonic name òSinukuanó in honor of the legendary giant of Mount Arayat in 
Pampanga.  
 
Triangulo Taliba was chartered as a lodge in 
November 1892. Several Katipunan 
members besides Bonifacio became 
members, including José Dizon (who was 
elected as Venerable Master of the Lodge), 
Teodoro Plata, Valentin Diaz, José Trinidad, 
José Turiano Santiago, José Reyes Tolentino, 
Eustaquio Javier, and Alvaro Nepomuceno. 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                             Mount Arayat  
                                                       

 The Liga Filipina  
 
Bonifacio attends the famous meeting in Doroteo Ongjungcoõs house on Calle Ilaya in 
Tondo at which José Rizal launched (or perhaps relaunched) the Liga Filipina .6  Rizal 
had returned to the Philippines from Hong Kong just a few days previously.  
 
Most of those present are prominent members of the Masonic Triangles and Lodges 
recently formed in Manila, including José Dizon of Taliba, the Triangle to which  
Bonifacio belongs.  

 
3 July 
1892 
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3 July 
1892 

Rizal is said to have told the meeting that the Liga Filipina, in 
accordance with the Estatuto he has written, will be òthe means 
by which industry and commerce will be developed, and the 
people, once they had made themselves prosperous and united, 
will ac hieve not only personal liberty but even national 
independence.ó7 
 
But the Ligaõs foremost task, in the words of the Estatuto, is to 
òunite the whole Archipelago into a compact body, vigorous 
and homogenousó. 

  
6 July  
1892 

Rizal is arrested in Malacanang Palace whilst paying a visit to Governor General 
Despujol. He is taken directly to Fort Santiago.   

  
7 July 
1892 

The Gaceta de Manila and the afternoon paper El Comercio publish a 
decree issued by Governor General Despujol accusing Rizal of being a 
separatist and an enemy of Catholicism, and ordering his deportation 
to the south. The decree does not mention the Liga Filipina. Al though 
Spanish intelligence agents had been watching Rizal since his arrival 
in the Philippines, it seems they failed to find out about the Liga. 
 
In the wake of Rizalõs deportation, however, nobody took his place at 

the helm of the Liga Filipina, and it ceased to exist.  It òdied stillborn,  òin his own 
words. òAfter the first meeting, nothing more was said about it....ó8    
 

 The Katipunan is born  
 
Nearly all the evidence we have about the birth of the Katipunan comes from the 
testimony of Katipuneros, given either under interrogation in 1896 or in brief 
memoirs and interviews in later life. None of them mentions that the Katipunan had 
already been conceived before July 1892, as manifested by the founding documents 
dated January 1892 (see above). Given the absence of other evidence that the society 
came into existence before July, it most likely did not. Its founding documents had 
been drafted, but not yet finalized or put into effect.  
 
The catalyst that brought the society to life, Katipuneros recalled, was Rizalõs arrest 
and sentence of banishment. But exactly when  did they say the Katipunan was 
founded, and where, and who by? Their evidence is conflicting.  
 

 When?  
 
Pio Valenzuela (the KKKõs fiscal in 1896) and Isabelo de los Reyes (who interviewed 
several Katipunan leaders) both relate that the Katipunan marked the anniversary of 
its foundation on July 7.9 That is also the date recalled by José Dizon (who stated 
under interrogation that he was among the founders) and by Aguedo del Rosario (a 
member of the Supreme Council in 1895-6).10 It was the day, Dizon recalled, that the 
Governor Generalõs order deporting Rizal to the south was published in the Gaceta de 
Manila.  
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6-7 
July 
1892 

Founding member Ladislao Diwa and early recruit Teodoro Gonzales, on the other 
hand, said the society had been established a day earlier, on 
July 6, when the news spread that Rizal had been detained in  
Fort Santiago.11 Initially, it seemed Diwa and Gonzales were in 
a minority. Around the 1920s, however, this plaque was put 
on the building where (others) said the Katipunan had been 
born on òel 6 de julio de 1892,ó and in 1930 a committee of 
eleven KKK veterans issued a joint statement (about another matter) that attests to the  
July 6 date.12  
 
Today, the National Historical Commission endorses July 7 as the foundation date, 
and a òJuly 7ó marker is displayed to the right of the foundation site monument. The 
old òJuly 6ó plaque, however, has been kept, and it too is displayed, to the left of the 
monument.   

 

Where? 
 

 

64 Azcarraga 

 

Katipunan veterans agreed the 
society had been founded  in an 
apartment (accesoria) near the corner 
of Azcarraga (now C.M. Recto) and 
Elcano, where the monument now 
stands. They differed, however, as to 
the precise address.  
                                                           
                                                           734 Elcano 

 

6-7 
July 
1892 

Some said the address was 64 Azcarraga.13 Others, notably Ladislao Diwa, said it was 
a building known as Dalmacioõs at 734 Elcano, òthe second door on the left hand side 
after turning [into Elcano] from Azcarraga.ó14 
  
Today, the National Historical Commission endorses the Azcarraga location, but the 
site marker gives the street number as 72. This number was not recalled by KKK 
veterans, but it was favored and ordained 
by the historian Teodoro Agoncillo. 15    
 
Who? 
 
The monument at the Azcarraga site depicts 
six founders, named on the marker as 
Andres Bonifacio, Teodoro Plata, Ladislao 
Diwa, Deodato Arellano, Valentin Diaz and 
José Dizon. These were the names given by 
Dizon to his Spanish interrogators in 1896.16 
The accesoria at 64 Azcarraga is said to have been Deodato Arellanoõs residence at that 
time.17  
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 Ladislao Diwa, however, said the Katipunan had only three 
founders -  ð himself, Bonifacio and Plata. They decided to form the 
society when they met at 734 Elcano on the evening of July 6, and 
began to recruit members in the days that followed. 18 Diwa was a 
court clerk in the district of Quiapo.  He is said to have first met 
Bonifacio at the University of Santo Tomas, where he was a law 
student and Bonifacio was distributing clandestine literature. 19 Plata 
was also a court clerk, in Binondo.20  

Ladislao Diwa  

 
6-7 
July 
1892 

To maintain the utmost 
possible secrecy, Diwa  
recalled, they adopted a 
òtriangleó method of 
recruitment. They formed the 
first triangle themselves, and 
each undertook to form a new 
triangle with two recruits, 
who (in theory) might not 
even know each other, and 
would not know the members 
of other triangles. Diwa 
recalled that he formed his 
own triangle with Roman 
Basa (a clerk at the Spanish 
naval headquarters) and 
Teodoro Gonzales (a lawyer). 
Bonifacio formed a triangle with his baptismal sponsor Vicente Mo lina (a concierge at 
the government treasury) and his future wedding sponsor Restituto Javier (one of his 
fellow employees at Fresselõs trading company); and Plata formed a triangle with 
Valentin Diaz (a court clerk) and Briccio Pantas (also a court clerk).21  

 

  
Aug 
1892 

The constitution of the Katipunan is revised under 
the headings òKasaysayan; Pinag-kasundoan; Manga 
dakuilang kautusanó.  The document, which is written 
using the òKó rather than the òCó used in the 
January 1892 version, specifies that the 
òKataastaasang Katipunanó shall be directed by a 
òCentral Chiefó and six Councilors (Kasanguni) who 
shall together comprise the ògreat Counciló (dakilang 
Sangunian) ð at this early stage the term Supreme 
Council (Kataastaasang Sangunian) is not yet used.22   
 
Many sections of the revised statutes are identical to 
the January 1892 documents, but other sections are 
substantially  different ð for example in specifying 
the triangle pattern of organization.   
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Sept 2, 
1892 

This is one of the earliest Katipunan documents 
yet found : as Secretary (Kalihim) to the 
Katipunan directorate, Bonifacio signs his alias 
òMaypagasaó in code (òVzypzgzszó) at the 
bottom of the page. Ladislao Diwa , as Fiscal 
(Tagausig), signs his alias òBalitió; and Teodoro 
Plata, as a Representative (Kinatawan) signs his 
alias òPangligtas,ó both also in code. 
 
The design of the seal includes compasses and 
other Masonic symbols, and within the triangle are the letters A. N. B., signifying 
òAnak ng Bayanó. The same seal was used until 1896.   
 
The document authorizes Restituto Javier (alias òMangahasó) to establish Katipunan 
triangles in Mindanao. 23 
 

c.Oct 
1892 

The Katipunan directorate , called the great Council (dakilang 
Sangunian) in the August 1892 founding documents, is reconstituted 
as the Supreme Council (Kataastaasang Sangunian). Appointed as 
president is Deodato Arellano , a respected patriot who was  the 
brother-in-law of the famous propagandist Marcelo H. del Pilar. 
Andres Bonifacio is appointed as Auditor ( Interventor), Teodoro 
Plata as Secretary, Ladislao Diwa as Fiscal, and Valentin Diaz as 
Treasurer.24                                                                                                     Deodato Arell ano 

  
Dec 
1892 

The Katipunan abandons its triangle structure as unworkable, and adopts Masonic -
style rites that make it possible for several recruits to be initiated at a single 
ceremony.25 

  
1892 - 
1893 

Bonifacio later used the title òFounderò(òMaytayoó) of the Katipunan. 26 Did he mean 
the sole founder?  Perhaps not, but he probably did want to be acknowledged as the 
principal founder, and there are no grounds for disputing that claim. 27 From the 
beginning, he was also the key figure in the Katipunan leadership. His òremarkable 
audacity and energy,ó wrote a Spanish officer who interrogated many Katipuneros, 
òtogether with a bright intelligence, gave him a predominance over his companionsó 
(òdesplegaba una audacia y una energía notables, que, unido á una clara inteligencia, hizo que 
predominara sobre sus compañeros.ó)28  
 
Deodato Arellano was much less active. Although the Katipunan had been founded 
(some said) in his apartment, Arellano had not been included in the first triangles 
formed by Bonifacio, Diwa and Plata. When he was chosen to be the Katipunan 
president, according to one source, he initially declined (òhindi muna tinangapó), 
saying he had not yet decided even to join the society (òsa dahilang hindi pa 
napagpapasiyahan sa sarili niya ang pag-anib bagaman napahalal siya na Panguloéó)29 He 
subsequently did accept the post, but then failed to attend meetings.30  
 
Bonifacio thought Arellano was too timid, even cowardly , and instigated his removal  
from the presidency and the Supreme Council.31 Arellano had nominally been the 
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Katipunanõs president for just a few months, and after his removal he apparently left 
the Katipunan.      
 

Feb 
1893 

Roman Basa, a clerk in the Comandancia General de Marina, is elected to replace 
Deodato Arellano as president of the KKK Supreme Council. 32   
 
The post of Auditor previously held by Bonifacio was scrapped, and he instead 
became the Fiscal (Tagausig), replacing Ladislao Diwa. The new Secretary (Kalihim) 
was José Turiano Santiago (a bookkeeper by profession); the new Treasurer 
(Tagaingat-yaman) was Vicente Molina ; and five Councillors (Kasanguni) were 
appointed - Teodoro Plata, Ladislao Diwa, Restituto Javier, Teodoro Gonzales and 
Briccio Brigido Pantas.33 
 

 
 
April 
1893 

The resurrection of the Liga Filipina  
 
The Liga Filipina  is re-established with Domingo Franco as president and Deodato 
Arellano as secretary-treasurer.34  Soon thereafter, Apolinario Mabini took the role of 
secretary. Like the original Liga, it is a secret society. Its meetings and activities are 
clandestine. Its existence was not discovered by the Spaniards until 1896, long after it 
had been dissolved. 
 

 The Liga retains the statutes written by Rizal, 
and in republishing them it provides a 
Tagalog translation of the key sections 
alongside the Spanish original.  
 
It is interesting to note that the word 
òcatipunanó is used in the translation of the 
Ligaõs first objective. òTo unite the whole 
archipelago into a compact body, vigorous 
and homogenousó is rendered in the Tagalog 
as òPisanin ang lahat ng A*** sa isang catipunang 
malago, masicap at iisa ang loob.ó35 
 
To the original purposes of the Liga, says 
Mabin i, was added the collection of funds for the support of La Solidaridad (the bi-
monthly paper edited by Marcelo H. del Pilar in Madrid) and the propaganda 
campaign in Spain.36   
 

 Mabini says the Liga was resurrected òon the initiative of Domingo Franco, Andres 
Bonifacio and others,ó and that Bonifacio was one of its most energetic organizers.  
ò[T]hanks to the efforts of Andres Bonifacio and others, popular councils in Tondo 
and Trozo were soon organized.  Later, others were formed in Santa Cruz, Ermita, 
Malate, Sampaloc, Pandacan etc.ó37   
 

 Bonifacio becomes president of the Liga Filipina council in the district of Trozo, which 
is named òMayonó after the famous, very active volcano in the province of Albay.  
Other members of the council include Ladislao Diwa, Epifanio Saguil, Alvaro 
Nepomuceno, José Reyes Tolentino, José Trinidad, Luis Villareal, and José Dizon.38 
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Most of these men are also Bonifacioõs confrères in the Masonic lodge Taliba, which 
according to the reconstituted Ligaõs overall president, Domingo Franco, was the only  
lodge in which a majority of the members belonged to the Liga.  In every other lodge, 
Franco reported to Marcelo H. del Pilar, the majority wanted to keep their distance 
from the Liga because they thought it too advanced (òmuy avanzadaó).39   
 
The alias Bonifacio takes within the Liga is òSandakan,ó the name of the town in 
British North Borneo (now Sabah) near where Rizal had hoped to acquire land and 
establish a Filipino settlement.40     
 

4 Jul 
1893 

Bonifacio assists at the initiation of members into the òTalang Bakeroó (Star of the 
Shepherds) council of the Liga Filipina, based in the district of Binondo. 41   

  
23 Jul 
1893 

Emilio Jacinto , later to become Bonifacioõs closest 
associate, figures for the first time under his 
Katipunan alias òPingkianó in the documentary 
record, delivering a rousing speech at the age of 
just seventeen:    
 
òIn the meantime, let us keep our spirits up with 
these battle cries:  Long live the Philippines!  Long 
live Liberty!  Long live Dr. Rizal!  Unity!ó42 
 
Twelve years older, Bonifacio had possibly known 
Jacinto since the latter was an infant.  Their 
mothers worked in the same tobacco factory, and 
Jacintoõs mother, Josefa Dizon, who also worked as a midwife, had helped in the 
delivery and nursing of Bonifacioõs sister, Espiridiona.43  
 
Josefa Dizon was the sister of Jos® Dizon, the Venerable Master of Bonifacioõs Masonic 
lodge and an early member of the Katipunan. When Josefaõs husband, Mariano 
Jacinto, died whilst Emilio was still young, José Dizon more or less adopted the boy, 
and enabled him to study at Letran and the University of Santo Tomas.    

 
 

 
The end of the Liga Filipina  
 

c.Sep 
1893 

The Supreme Council of the Liga Filipina orders the suspension of the Mayon council 
that Bonifacio heads, believing it is too militant.  Bonifacio, however, defies the order 
and continues to organize.44  

  
 But why, for a few months in 1893, did Bonifacio work in two organizations with 

such disparate strategies?  The Katipunan was pledged to gain freedom by armed 
revolution; the Liga Filipina, on the other hand, though implicitly separatist, pursued 
a gradualist, reformist and p acific road to freedom.   Masangkayõs reference to the 
need for unity perhaps indicates that Bonifacio, himself and other Katipuneros saw 
the Liga in 1893 as a means to an end, as a way of reaching and mobilizing liberal and 
progressive Filipinos who would be reluctant in the first instance to join an avowedly 
revolutio nary group, but who might be persuaded to do so if they could be convinced 
that peaceful means had already failed.  It seems, however, that Bonifacio and the 
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other KKK activists within the Liga were impatient, and were more inclined to force 
the pace than to spend long months, even years, in laborious discussion and debate.   

  
Oct 
1893 

The Supreme Council of the Liga Filipina decides that the entire organization should 
be dissolved òso that the disagreements amongst its members should not lead to its 
discovery by the authorities.ó 45    
 
Many of the more militant members, Mabini relates, had stopped contributing to the 
support of La Solidaridad because they felt the Spanish government would never heed 
its campaign for reforms. When the Ligaõs Supreme Council investigated this 
dissension amongst the membership, òit transpired that those commissioned to 
organize the peopleõs councils had not required previous assent to the societyõs 
program as a condition for membership in the society; and that, on the contrary, 
Andres Bonifacio, who had recruited more members for the society with his tireless 
activity, was firmly convinced of the uselessness of peaceful means. The Supreme 
Council, which was more of an organizing committee because its members had not 
been elected by vote, saw clearly that, as soon as the rank and file elected their leaders 
according to the by-laws, the program would be changed. The Council understood 
for the first time that the masses, who the Spaniards believed to be brutish or at best 
indifferent, were in the vanguard where political aspirations were concerned.ó46  
 

 Guillermo Masangkay agrees there was a class dimension to the 
tensions that killed the Liga: òSome of those who joined the Liga 
Filipina,ó Masangkay relates, òmore particularly those who 
belonged to the so-called intelligent class, either for fear or other 
reasons, did not want to join the Katipunan.  They considered us 
[Katipuneros] mere plebeians, and they wanted to divide the 
Liga Filipina into two classes, the òaltaó and the òbaja,ó the high 
and the low.ó  For this reason, Masangkay suggests, the 
Katipuneros had already abandoned the Liga before it was 
formally dissolved: òWe, however, considering that any divided 

movement would be fatal in our camp aign for freedom, decided to sever our 
connection with the Liga Filipina and devote all our efforts [to the Katipunan].ó47 

  
 
 
1893 

Gregoria de Jesus 
 
Bonifacio begins courting Gregoria de Jesus, the first cousin of his friend and fellow 
KKK founder Teodoro Plata. (Plataõs mother, Juana de Jesus, was the sister of 
Gregoriaõs father).48 
 
òWhen I was about eighteen years old,ó Gregoria later recalled, 
òyoung men began to visit our house, and among them was 
Andres Bonifacio, who came in company with Ladislao Diwa and 
my cousin Teodoro Plata, then a court clerk (escribano), but none 
of them talked to me of love, since parents in those days were 
extremely careful, and girls did not want people to know that 
they already had admirers.ó49 
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òMy father was Nicolas de Jesus, [a native of Caloocan], a master mason and 
carpenter by occupation, and an office holder during the Spanish regime, having been 
second lieutenant, chief lieutenant, and gobernadorcillo. My mother was Baltazara 
Alvarez Francisco of the town of Noveleta in Cavite province, a niece of General 
Mariano Alvarez of [the Magdiwang council of the KKK] in Cavite, the first to raise 
the standard of revolt in that province.ó 
 
òI attended the public schools and finished the first grades of instruction, equivalent 
to the intermediate grades of today....To enable two brothers of mine to continue their 
studies in Manila, I decided to stop studying and to join my sister in looking after our 
family interests. Often , I had to go out in the country to supervise the planting and 
the harvesting of our rice, to see our tenants and laborers, or to pay them their wages 
on Sundays.ó  
 
At first, Gregoria says, her parents were strongly opposed to Bonifacioõs courtship. 
But there is no indication they thought he was poor or socially inferior, or that they 
worried their daughter would find it difficult to adjust to a less comfortable way of 
life. Her fatherõs objection, Gregoria recalls, was that Bonifacio was li kely to get in 
trouble with  the authorities: òI learned that my father was against Bonifacioõs suit 
because he was a freemason, and freemasons were then considered bad men, thanks 
to the teachings of the friars.ó50 

 
Oct 
1893 

Bonifacio was living at this time at 11E Calle de Sagunto [now Santo Cristo], 
Binondo.51 E. Arsenio Manuel (who interviewed Espiridiona) indicates this was now 
the family home, which presumably means Bonifacio had gone back to live with his 
siblings again after he was widowed.  At around this time, Manuel says, Espiridionaõs 
husband Teodoro Plata was òliving with the Bonifacios on Saguntoó.52  Other sources 
say Ladislao Diwa and Aurelio Tolentino (another early KKK member) also boarded 
at the Sagunto accesoria.53  
 

 

 
                                                                                         Calle Sagunto and Calle Madrid  

 
6 Oct 
1893 

Gregoria de Jesus writes to the gobernadorcillo of Binondo saying she wishes to marry 
her boyfriend ( novio), òAndres Bonifacio, a man from Tondo, of 11E Calle Sagunto.  
When my parents found out my good intentions I was brought here to a house on 
Calle Madrid, No. 28D.  I am truly a prisoner here.  I have no liberty at all.  I appeal to 
your authority to media te and give me justice.  Take me from here, summon my 
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boyfriend, and fulfil the necessary requirements of the Government so that we can get 
married. I ask justice from you and hope that you listen because this appeal is 
addressed to anyone of goodwill (magaang kalooban).ó 54 
 
The gobernadorcillo subsequently summoned Gregoria so that she could explain her 
predicament to him in person, but before going to see him she fell sick and went back 
to Caloocan.  On January 8, 1894 she sent a second letter to the Binondo gobernadorcillo 
saying she had now recovered and would like to be summoned again, but how or 
when the matter was eventually resolved is not known.  55 
 

c.1894 
 
 
 

Re-organization of the Katipunan  
 
Our knowledge about the Katipunan in its early years is limited , and at present there 
is a gap in the documentary record from l ate 1892 to mid -1894. During that time , the 
society added a third  òKó to its name. Its August 1892 constitution, as we noted, used 
the title òKataastaasang Katipunan,ó and its seal bore the letters òA.N.B.,ó meaning 
òAnak ng Bayanó.  Now its name was lengthened to òKataastaasang Kagalang-galang 
na Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayanó (Highest and Most Respected Association of 
the Sons of the People).56 
 
Around the same time, the Katipunan adopt ed the basic structure it would retain 
until the revolution ð with branches (Balangay), grouped together, as soon as there 
were sufficient members in the district or town, under the jurisdiction of popular 
councils (Sangunian Bayan). The first four  Sangunian Bayan to be formed, all based in 
Manila, were Laong-Laan in Santa Cruz; Katagalugan in Tondo; Dapitan in Trozo; 
and Ilog Pasig in Binondo.  
 
Above the popular councils there were intended to be provincial -level councils called 
Sanguniang Hukuman, but it seems these never materialized.   
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1894  Another change within the Katipunan was the creation of the grade of Patriot (Bayani) 
above the two existing ranks of Companion (Akibat) and Soldier (Kawal).57  Bonifacio 
himself produce d the ritual for the elevation of a Kawal to the status of a Bayani.58   
 
When conducting the ceremony, the Supreme President reflects on the martyrdom of 
the priests José Burgos, Mariano Gomez and Jacinto Zamora in 1872 - a great wrong, 
he says, that tore aside the veil that had covered the eyes of the Tagalogs.  He then 
describes the persecution that reformists and suspected filibusteros continued to 
suffer, dwelling on the pain caused by separation ð the separation of the patriots 
sentenced to execution, imprisonment or deportation from their wi ves, children and 
aged parents.  His evocation of this distress, such as the pain of òthe disconsolate 
mother down whose cheeks flow the marks of her affliction,ó prefigures a passage in 
the famous essay òAng dapat mabatid ng mga tagalog,ó published in Kalayaan in 1896. 
  

 
 
1894 

Marriage to Gregoria de Jesus 
 
In her memoir Mga tala ng aking buhay, Gregoria de Jesus says she married Bonifacio 
in March 1893, but the letters quoted above show that this cannot be correct.  Perhaps 
the true date was March 1894.  
 
òIn deference to my parents,ó she writes, òwe were married in the Catholic church of 
Binondo... with Restituto Javier and his wife as sponsors. But the week following, we 
were married again in the house of our sponsor in what was then Calle Oroquieta 
before the katipuneros at their request, since they gave no importance to the Catholic 
ceremony. I remember that there was a little feast, attended, among others, by Pio 
Valenzuela, José Turiano Santiago, Roman Basa, Marina Dizon, Josefa and Trining 
Rizal, and nearly all the di gnitaries of the Katipunan. That very night I was initiated 
as a member of the Katipunan and assumed the symbolic name òLakambinió in order 
to obey and practice its sacred principles and rules.ó 59 

  
 

 
Restituto Javier, wedding sponsor, the 
half-brother of José Turiano Santiago 
 

 
 

Josefa Rizal, wedding 
guest, sister of Jose Rizal  

 
 

Marina Dizon, wedding guest, 
daughter of José Dizon and cousin 

of Emilio Jacinto 

 
 
1894 

Dulumbayan  
 
After their two weddings, Gregoria de Jesus relates, the couple stayed for about a 
week at Restituto Javierõs house on Calle Oroquieta.  One source suggests that Emilio 
Jacinto was also living there at the time, as was Javierõs half-brother, José Turiano 
Santiago.60  Then, continues Gregoria, òwe decided to look for a residence of our own 
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and we found one on Calle Anyahan in front of the San Ignacio chapel.ó61 She says 
Emilio Jacinto came to live in their 
house, and she does not mention 
moving again  until April 1896, when 
their house was destroyed in a 
massive fire. 62 Tomas Remigio, who 
lived nearby, says explicitly that the 
Bonifacios stayed in the Calle 
Anyahan property until that time. 63   
 
Two regular visitors to the Bonifaciosõ 
house, however, recalled that it was 
situated on Calle Zurbaran.  Pio 
Valenzuela specified that it was on 
òZurbaran, near Oroquieta,ó64 and Simeona Rodriguez, a member of the KKK 
womenõs section, remembered attending meetings òin the house of Bonifacio in 
Zurbaran.ó65  Given that Anyahan (today Felix Huertas) and Zurbaran (today V. 
Fugoso) intersect, and since Oroquieta is just a block away, it seems likely that the 
Anyahan and Zurbaran houses were one and the same, and that memories simply 
differed as to the exact address.  

  
 Two other veterans, Valentin Diaz and Santiago Alvarez, locate the Bonifaciosõ house 

on what today is Rizal Avenue, of which part was then Cervantes and part was 
Dulumbayan. 66  Alvarez places the house on Calle Cervantes òin the San Ignacio area 
of Bambangó.  The house, he writes, òwas of moderate size, with the floor not too 
much raised from the ground; it had timber ( tabla) walls and a roof thatched with 
nipa.ó67 

  
c.1894 Whatever their precise address or addresses, the Bonifacios made their home from 

1894 to April 1896 in the part of Santa Cruz known as Dulumbayan (literally òedge of 
townó), a grid of streets whose main north-south thoroughfares were Cervantes and 
Oroquiet a.   
 
At this time, the Katipunan was still small, its total membership perhaps not more 
than 300, but Dulumbayan was a neighborhood where it was relatively strong and 
well -organized. The KKK branch in Santa Cruz, called Laong Laan, was among the 
first to be elevated (in 1894) to the status of a popular council (Sangunian Bayan (Sb.)), 
and most of its officers lived in Dulumbayan.  The branch president, Tomas Remigio, 
later claimed that, due to his efforts, the Katipunan had won more recruits in 
Dulumbayan than it had in Tondo, and he seems to have believed Bonifacio decided 
to move to Dulumbayan for this very reason. 68   

  
 

  


